
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Daniel was a public servant who worked for a succession of pagan empires.   In this hostile 
environment he maintained a clear and steady witness to his faith in the God of Israel, that is, in our 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 
THE OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
(See separate sheet for more detail.) 
1. By Content: Chapters 1-6    Historical Narratives: Daniel’s Experiences 

Chapters 7-12    Prophetic Utterances: Daniel’s Visions 
 

 
 
2. By Language: Chapters 2:4b-7  The Aramaic Section 
3.  

 
Chapters1-2:4a and 8-12 The Hebrew Section 

 
 
 
Why was part of Daniel written in Aramaic? 
Aramaic was the international language of the ancient Near East. 
 
 
 
 
The Aramaic section of Daniel presents a theology of history. It is addressed to the rulers of the 
nations and therefore is written in the international language of the day. The theology of history is 
explained in these words from the mouth of a pagan ruler: 
“Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: 
“Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God,� enduring forever;� his kingdom shall 
never be destroyed,� and his dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues;� he works 
signs and wonders� in heaven and on earth,� he who has saved Daniel� from the power of the 
lions.””  
(Daniel 6:25-27) 
 
 
The Hebrew section of Daniel is concerned with the destiny of Israel in relation to the gentile 
kingdoms. 
 
 
 
THE OCCASION OF THE BOOK 
Israel's glorious history, beginning with God's promises to Abraham, seemed to have come to 
nothing. The land of promise had been laid waste and the people of God were in exile in a foreign 
land. Had God's promises failed? Daniel wrote this book to answer - NO!!! God is still sovereign. 
His promises are sure. 



 

 

 


